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SUBJECT: PEKING REMAINS COOL TO MOSCOW 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INR SPECIAL ANALYSIS OF NOVEMBER 10 FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. SINCE THE EARLY OCTOBER PURGE OF RADICAL LEADERS, PEKING 
HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS NOT SEEKING, AND DOES NOT EXPECT, 
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW. 

-CHINA'S ANNUAL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON SOVIET 
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NATIONAL DAY, NOVEMBER 7, DID NOT-AS SOME HAVE SAID-- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


SIGNAL A SHIFT IN POLICY. 

-CHINESE MEDIA HAVE NOT RECIPROCATED MOSCOW'S REDUCTION OF 
ANTI-CHINESE PROPAGANDA. 

PRC OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY DERIDED RECENT SOVIET "OVER- 
TURES" AS "HYPOCRITICAL" AND INSINCERE" AND HAVE PLACED 
TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS ON THE 
SOVIET SIDE. 

3. CHINA S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS IN RECENT YEARS. 
ALTHOUGH IT OMITTED ONE PASSAGE PRESENT IN PREVIOUS YEARS 
OUTLINING CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITIONS FOR RESOLVING 
THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER ISSUE AND RESTORING "FRIENDLY AND 
GOOD-NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS," PRC OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED 

TO REITERATE THOSE SAME PRECONDITIONS IN OTHER FORUMS. 

THE FACT THAT THE PRC CHARGE IN MOSCOW DID NOT WALK OUT OF 
THE SOVIET NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, AS IN PAST YEARS, 

CLEARLY REFLECTED A SOFTENED TONE IN SOVIET REMARKS ON 
SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS RATHER THAN ANY CHANGE ON THE 
CHINESE SIDE. MEANWHILE, AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY RECEPTION 
IN PEKING, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN APPARENTLY RE- 
ITERATED STANDARD CHINESE POSITIONS IN A "SHARP EXCHANGE" 
WITH AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. 

4. CHINESE MEDIA CONTINUE TO CASTIGATE THE USSR'S "FAS- 
CIST" DOMESTIC POLICY AS WELL AS ITS FOREIGN POLICY OF 
"AGGRESSION" AND "EXPANSION." AN NCNA COMMENTARY OF 
NOVEMBER 8 CRITICIZING THE SOVIET UNION'S "COLONIALIST" 
RELATIONS WITH ITS "SOCIALIST" ALLIES GAVE NO HOPE FOR 
OVERCOMING SINO-SOVIET IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES OR IMPROV- 
ING PARTY RELATIONS. 

5. IN RECENT PRIVATE STATEMENTS, PRC OFFICIALS HAVE 
REITERATED CHINA'S WILLINGNESS TO "MAINTAIN" NORMAL STATE- 
TO-STATE RELATIONS BUT HAVE TAKEN A HARD LINE ON CONDITIONS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE: 

-VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN TOLD FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, 
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NOVEMBER 1, THAT "THE SOVIET UNION IS WAVING POISON ARROWS, 
NOT AN OLIVE BRANCH" AND WANTS CHINA "TO BECOME A SATEL- 
LITE OF THE USSR." HE ADDED THAT, IF THE USSR "REALLY 
WANTS POLEMICS BETWEEN US TO END, IT SHOULD ADMIT ALL THE 
ERRORS COMMITTED SINCE 1960" AND "CHANGE ITS POLITICAL 
LINE." 

-VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN TOLD THE SAME GROUP THAT 
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RELATIONS COULD IMPROVE ONLY IF "THE SOVIETS THOROUGHLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE.. .AND ANNOUNCE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.. .ALL THE 
MISDEEDS THEY HAVE COMMITTED SINCE KHRUSHCHEV'S ARRIVAL." 

-ON NOVEMBER 6, A TOP OFFICIAL OF THE CHINESE NATIONAL 
PEOPLE S CONGRESS TOLD OTHER JOURNALISTS THAT NORMALIZATION 
OF SINO-SOVIET TIES WAS IMPOSSIBLE UNLESS THE SOVIETS 
FIRST "ADMIT THEIR MISTAKES AND REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
NUMBER OF TROOPS ON THE BORDER" TO THE LEVEL OF THE EARLY 
1960’S. 

6. SOME OBSERVERS, PRIMARILY SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN 
SPOKESMEN, HAVE POINTED TO WHAT THEY SEE AS INDICATORS OF 
AN IMMINENT "THAW" IN SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS. MOST OF THESE 

"SIGNS" APPEAR SPURIOUS (E.G., VICTOR LOUIS’ CLAIMS OF A 
NEW FRIENDLINESS BY SOVIETS AND CHINESE ALONG THE BORDER). 

A FEW ARE FOUNDED ON FACT, THOUGH IN OUR JUDGMENT EVEN 
THEY DO NOT SIGNAL A CHANGE IN POLICY BUT RATHER SERVE TO 
PROMOTE DOMESTIC CHINESE POLITICAL PURPOSES. THESE 
INCLUDE: 

-THE LATE OCTOBER PUBLICATION OF A MEDIA ARTICLE PRAISING 
LU HSUN, AN EARLY REVOLUTIONARY WRITER, FOR HIS TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF FOREIGN REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE; THE ARTICLE 
MENTIONS FAVORABLY NOVELS BY SOVIET WRITERS; 

-THE NATION-WIDE REPLAY IN LATE OCTOBER AND EARLY 
NOVEMBER OF A 1939 SOVIET FILM TITLED "LENIN IN OCTOBER"; 

THE SOUNDTRACK OF PART OF THE FILM WAS BROADCAST TO THE 
USSR IN RUSSIAN BY NCNA ON NOVEMBER 4. 

7. NEITHER THE MEDIA ARTICLE NOR THE FILM DEPARTED FROM 
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CHINA'S CONSISTENT PRAISE OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY" PERIOD OF 
SOVIET HISTORY UNDER LENIN AND STALIN BEFORE THE "BETRA- 
YAL" OF THE SOVIET REVOLUTION BY THE REVISIONIST POLICIES 
OF KHRUSHCHEV AND BREZHNEV. THE CHINESE VERSION OF THE 
FILM, WHICH PORTRAYS STALIN FAVORABLY, IS CURRENTLY OUT OF 
FAVOR IN THE USSR. THE LU HSUN ARTICLE, WHICH PRAISED 
EASTERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONARY WRITERS WHO FOUGHT AGAINST 
RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM. CONTAINED ANTI-SOVIET INNUENDOES. 

8. THE PRIMARY AUDIENCE FOR THESE CULTURAL ITEMS APPEARS 
TO BE DOMESTIC. BOTH REPRESENT ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" IN THEIR CULTURAL BAILIWICK AND SUGGEST 
THAT MORE LENIENT AND INTERNATIONALIST GUIDELINES WILL 
REPLACE THE XENOPHOBIC CULTURAL STRICTURES OF THE PAST TEN 
YEARS. MOREOVER, THE FILM SHOWS LENIN CLEARLY FAVORING 
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STALIN OVER TROTSKY OR BUKHARIN. LIKE ANALOGIES FROM 
CHINESE HISTORY NOW BEING USED, IT SEEMS DESIGNED TO DIS- 
CREDIT LEFTIST CONTENDERS FOR MAO'S MANTLE AND TO PRAISE 
HUA AS HIS LEGITIMATE SUCCESSOR. 

9. FOR USNATO. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO YOUR 
PASSING THIS ANALYSIS TO ALLIED DELEGATIONS IF APPROPRI- 
ATE. KISSINGER 
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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UR, CH 

SUBJECT: PEKING REMAINS COOL TO MOSCOW 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INR SPECIAL ANALYSIS OF NOVEMBER 10 FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. SINCE THE EARLY OCTOBER PURGE OF RADICAL LEADERS, PEKING 
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HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS NOT SEEKING, AND DOES NOT EXPECT, 
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW. 

-CHINA'S ANNUAL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON SOVIET 
NATIONAL DAY, NOVEMBER 7, DID NOT-AS SOME HAVE SAID- 
SIGNAL A SHIFT IN POLICY. 

-CHINESE MEDIA HAVE NOT RECIPROCATED MOSCOW'S REDUCTION OF 
ANTI-CHINESE PROPAGANDA. 

PRC OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY DERIDED RECENT SOVIET "OVER- 
TURES" AS "HYPOCRITICAL" AND INSINCERE" AND HAVE PLACED 
TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS ON THE 
SOVIET SIDE. 

3. CHINA S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS IN RECENT YEARS. 
ALTHOUGH IT OMITTED ONE PASSAGE PRESENT IN PREVIOUS YEARS 
OUTLINING CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITIONS FOR RESOLVING 
THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER ISSUE AND RESTORING "FRIENDLY AND 
GOOD-NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS,” PRC OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED 

TO REITERATE THOSE SAME PRECONDITIONS IN OTHER FORUMS. 

THE FACT THAT THE PRC CHARGE IN MOSCOW DID NOT WALK OUT OF 
THE SOVIET NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, AS IN PAST YEARS, 

CLEARLY REFLECTED A SOFTENED TONE IN SOVIET REMARKS ON 
SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS RATHER THAN ANY CHANGE ON THE 
CHINESE SIDE. MEANWHILE, AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY RECEPTION 
IN PEKING, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN APPARENTLY RE- 
ITERATED STANDARD CHINESE POSITIONS IN A "SHARP EXCHANGE" 
WITH AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. 

4. CHINESE MEDIA CONTINUE TO CASTIGATE THE USSR'S "FAS- 
CIST"' DOMESTIC POLICY AS WELL AS ITS FOREIGN POLICY OF 
"AGGRESSION" AND "EXPANSION." AN NCNA COMMENTARY OF 
NOVEMBER 8 CRITICIZING THE SOVIET UNION'S "COLONIALIST" 
RELATIONS WITH ITS "SOCIALIST" ALLIES GAVE NO HOPE FOR 
OVERCOMING SINO-SOVIET IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES OR IMPROV- 
ING PARTY RELATIONS. 

5. IN RECENT PRIVATE STATEMENTS, PRC OFFICIALS HAVE 
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REITERATED CHINA'S WILLINGNESS TO "MAINTAIN" NORMAL STATE- 
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TO-STATE RELATIONS BUT HAVE TAKEN A HARD LINE ON CONDITIONS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE: 

-VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN TOLD FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, 
NOVEMBER 1, THAT "THE SOVIET UNION IS WAVING POISON ARROWS, 
NOT AN OLIVE BRANCH" AND WANTS CHINA "TO BECOME A SATEL- 
LITE OF THE USSR." HE ADDED THAT, IF THE USSR "REALLY 
WANTS POLEMICS BETWEEN US TO END, IT SHOULD ADMIT ALL THE 
ERRORS COMMITTED SINCE 1960" AND "CHANGE ITS POLITICAL 
LINE." 

-VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN TOLD THE SAME GROUP THAT 
RELATIONS COULD IMPROVE ONLY IF "THE SOVIETS THOROUGHLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE.. .AND ANNOUNCE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.. .ALL THE 
MISDEEDS THEY HAVE COMMITTED SINCE KHRUSHCHEV'S ARRIVAL." 

-ON NOVEMBER 6, A TOP OFFICIAL OF THE CHINESE NATIONAL 
PEOPLE S CONGRESS TOLD OTHER JOURNALISTS THAT NORMALIZATION 
OF SINO-SOVIET TIES WAS IMPOSSIBLE UNLESS THE SOVIETS 
FIRST "ADMIT THEIR MISTAKES AND REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
NUMBER OF TROOPS ON THE BORDER" TO THE LEVEL OF THE EARLY 
1960’S. 

6. SOME OBSERVERS, PRIMARILY SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN 
SPOKESMEN, HAVE POINTED TO WHAT THEY SEE AS INDICATORS OF 
AN IMMINENT "THAW" IN SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS. MOST OF THESE 

"SIGNS" APPEAR SPURIOUS (E.G., VICTOR LOUIS’ CLAIMS OF A 
NEW FRIENDLINESS BY SOVIETS AND CHINESE ALONG THE BORDER). 

A FEW ARE FOUNDED ON FACT, THOUGH IN OUR JUDGMENT EVEN 
THEY DO NOT SIGNAL A CHANGE IN POLICY BUT RATHER SERVE TO 
PROMOTE DOMESTIC CHINESE POLITICAL PURPOSES. THESE 
INCLUDE: 

-THE LATE OCTOBER PUBLICATION OF A MEDIA ARTICLE PRAISING 
LU HSUN, AN EARLY REVOLUTIONARY WRITER, FOR HIS TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF FOREIGN REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE; THE ARTICLE 
MENTIONS FAVORABLY NOVELS BY SOVIET WRITERS; 

-THE NATION-WIDE REPLAY IN LATE OCTOOER AND EARLY 
NOVEMBER OF A 1939 SOVIET FILM TITLED "LENIN IN OCTOBER"; 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE SOUNDTRACK OF PART OF THE FILM WAS BROADCAST TO THE 
USSR IN RUSSIAN BY NCNA ON NOVEMBER 4. 

7. NEITHER THE MEDIA ARTICLE NOR THE FILM DEPARTED FROM 
CHINA'S CONSISTENT PRAISE OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY" PERIOD OF 
SOVIET HISTORY UNDER LENIN AND STALIN BEFORE THE "BETRA- 
YAL" OF THE SOVIET REVOLUTION BY THE REVISIONIST POLICIES 
OF KHRUSHCHEV AND BREZHNEV. THE CHINESE VERSION OF THE 
FILM. WHICH PORTRAYS STALIN FAVORABLY, IS CURRENTLY OUT OF 
FAVOR IN THE USSR. THE LU HSUN ARTICLE, WHICH PRAISED 
EASTERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONARY WRITERS WHO FOUGHT AGAINST 
RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM. CONTAINED ANTI-SOVIET INNUENDOES. 

8. THE PRIMARY AUDIENCE FOR THESE CULTURAL ITEMS APPEARS 
TO BE DOMESTIC. BOTH REPRESENT ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" IN THEIR CULTURAL BAILIWICK AND SUGGEST 
THAT MORE LENIENT AND INTERNATIONALIST GUIDELINES WILL 
REPLACE THE XENOPHOBIC CULTURAL STRICTURES OF THE PAST TEN 
YEARS. MOREOVER, THE FILM SHOWS LENIN CLEARLY FAVORING 
STALIN OVER TROTSKY OR BUKHARIN. LIKE ANALOGIES FROM 
CHINESE HISTORY NOW BEING USED, IT SEEMS DESIGNED TO DIS- 
CREDIT LEFTIST CONTENDERS FOR MAO S MANTLE AND TO PRAISE 
HUA AS HIS LEGITIMATE SUCCESSOR. 

9. FOR USNATO. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO YOUR 
PASSING THIS ANALYSIS TO ALLIED DELEGATIONS IF APPROPRI- 
ATE. KISSINGER UNQOUOTE KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS CINCPAC 12 NOV 76 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 279146 

CANCPAC FOR POLAD 
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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UR, CH 

SUBJECT: PEKING REMAINS COOL TO MOSCOW 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INR SPECIAL ANALYSIS OF NOVEMBER 10 FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. SINCE THE EARLY OCTOBER PURGE OF RADICAL LEADERS, PEKING 
HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS NOT SEEKING, AND DOES NOT EXPECT, 
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW. 
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-CHINA'S ANNUAL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON SOVIET 
NATIONAL DAY, NOVEMBER 7, DID NOT--AS SOME HAVE SAID- 
SIGNAL A SHIFT IN POLICY. 

-CHINESE MEDIA HAVE NOT RECIPROCATED MOSCOW'S REDUCTION OF 
ANTI-CHINESE PROPAGANDA. 

PRC OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY DERIDED RECENT SOVIET "OVER- 
TURES" AS "HYPOCRITICAL" AND INSINCERE" AND HAVE PLACED 
TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS ON THE 
SOVIET SIDE. 

3. CHINA S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS IN RECENT YEARS. 
ALTHOUGH IT OMITTED ONE PASSAGE PRESENT IN PREVIOUS YEARS 
OUTLINING CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITIONS FOR RESOLVING 
THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER ISSUE AND RESTORING "FRIENDLY AND 
GOOD-NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS," PRC OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED 
TO REITERATE THOSE SAME PRECONDITIONS IN OTHER FORUMS. 
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THE FACT THAT THE PRC CHARGE IN MOSCOW DID NOT WALK OUT OF 
THE SOVIET NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, AS IN PAST YEARS, 

CLEARLY REFLECTED A SOFTENED TONE IN SOVIET REMARKS ON 
SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS RATHER THAN ANY CHANGE ON THE 
CHINESE SIDE. MEANWHILE, AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY RECEPTION 
IN PEKING, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN APPARENTLY RE- 
ITERATED STANDARD CHINESE POSITIONS IN A "SHARP EXCHANGE" 
WITH AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. 

4. CHINESE MEDIA CONTINUE TO CASTIGATE THE USSR'S "FAS- 
CIST" DOMESTIC POLICY AS WELL AS ITS FOREIGN POLICY OF 
"AGGRESSION" AND "EXPANSION." AN NCNA COMMENTARY OF 
NOVEMBER 8 CRITICIZING THE SOVIET UNION'S "COLONIALIST" 
RELATIONS WITH ITS "SOCIALIST" ALLIES GAVE NO HOPE FOR 
OVERCOMING SINO-SOVIET IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES OR IMPROV- 
ING PARTY RELATIONS. 

5. IN RECENT PRIVATE STATEMENTS, PRC OFFICIALS HAVE 
REITERATED CHINA'S WILLINGNESS TO "MAINTAIN" NORMAL STATE- 
TO-STATE RELATIONS BUT HAVE TAKEN A HARD LINE ON CONDITIONS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE: 
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-VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN TOLD FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, 
NOVEMBER 1, THAT "THE SOVIET UNION IS WAVING POISON ARROWS, 
NOT AN OLIVE BRANCH" AND WANTS CHINA "TO BECOME A SATEL- 
LITE OF THE USSR." HE ADDED THAT. IF THE USSR "REALLY 
WANTS POLEMICS BETWEEN US TO END, IT SHOULD ADMIT ALL THE 
ERRORS COMMITTED SINCE 1960" AND "CHANGE ITS POLITICAL 
LINE." 

-VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN TOLD THE SAME GROUP THAT 
RELATIONS COULD IMPROVE ONLY IF "THE SOVIETS THOROUGHLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE.. .AND ANNOUNCE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.. .ALL THE 
MISDEEDS THEY HAVE COMMITTED SINCE KHRUSHCHEV'S ARRIVAL." 

-ON NOVEMBER 6, A TOP OFFICIAL OF THE CHINESE NATIONAL 
PEOPLE S CONGRESS TOLD OTHER JOURNALISTS THAT NORMALIZATION 
OF SINO-SOVIET TIES WAS IMPOSSIBLE UNLESS THE SOVIETS 
FIRST "ADMIT THEIR MISTAKES AND REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
NUMBER OF TROOPS ON THE BORDER" TO THE LEVEL OF THE EARLY 
1960'S. 

6. SOME OBSERVERS, PRIMARILY SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN 
SPOKESMEN, HAVE POINTED TO WHAT THEY SEE AS INDICATORS OF 
AN IMMINENT "THAW" IN SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS. MOST OF THESE 

"SIGNS" APPEAR SPURIOUS (E.G., VICTOR LOUIS’ CLAIMS OF A 
NEW FRIENDLINESS BY SOVIETS AND CHINESE ALONG THE BORDER). 
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A FEW ARE FOUNDED ON FACT, THOUGH IN OUR JUDGMENT EVEN 
THEY DO NOT SIGNAL A CHANGE IN POLICY BUT RATHER SERVE TO 
PROMOTE DOMESTIC CHINESE POLITICAL PURPOSES. THESE 
INCLUDE: 

-THE LATE OCTOBER PUBLICATION OF A MEDIA ARTICLE PRAISING 
LU HSUN, AN EARLY REVOLUTIONARY WRITER, FOR HIS TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF FOREIGN REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE; THE ARTICLE 
MENTIONS FAVORABLY NOVELS BY SOVIET WRITERS; 

-THE NATION-WIDE REPLAY IN LATE OCTOOER AND EARLY 
NOVEMBER OF A 1939 SOVIET FILM TITLED "LENIN IN OCTOBER"; 
THE SOUNDTRACK OF PART OF THE FILM WAS BROADCAST TO THE 
USSR IN RUSSIAN BY NCNA ON NOVEMBER 4. 
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7. NEITHER THE MEDIA ARTICLE NOR THE FILM DEPARTED FROM 
CHINA'S CONSISTENT PRAISE OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY" PERIOD OF 
SOVIET HISTORY UNDER LENIN AND STALIN BEFORE THE "BETRA- 
YAL" OF THE SOVIET REVOLUTION BY THE REVISIONIST POLICIES 
OF KHRUSHCHEV AND BREZHNEV. THE CHINESE VERSION OF THE 
FILM. WHICH PORTRAYS STALIN FAVORABLY, IS CURRENTLY OUT OF 
FAVOR IN THE USSR. THE LU HSUN ARTICLE, WHICH PRAISED 
EASTERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONARY WRITERS WHO FOUGHT AGAINST 
RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM. CONTAINED ANTI-SOVIET INNUENDOES. 

8. THE PRIMARY AUDIENCE FOR THESE CULTURAL ITEMS APPEARS 
TO BE DOMESTIC. BOTH REPRESENT ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" IN THEIR CULTURAL BAILIWICK AND SUGGEST 
THAT MORE LENIENT AND INTERNATIONALIST GUIDELINES WILL 
REPLACE THE XENOPHOBIC CULTURAL STRICTURES OF THE PAST TEN 
YEARS. MOREOVER, THE FILM SHOWS LENIN CLEARLY FAVORING 
STALIN OVER TROTSKY OR BUKHARIN. LIKE ANALOGIES FROM 
CHINESE HISTORY NOW BEING USED, IT SEEMS DESIGNED TO DIS- 
CREDIT LEFTIST CONTENDERS FOR MAO S MANTLE AND TO PRAISE 
HUA AS HIS LEGITIMATE SUCCESSOR. 

9. FOR USNATO. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO YOUR 
PASSING THIS ANALYSIS TO ALLIED DELEGATIONS IF APPROPRI- 
ATE. KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 279146 

67 

ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INR-07 /020 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY EUR/WE:MLDURKEE:JL 
APPROVED BY EUR/WE:REB ARBOUR 
INR/REA:CLHAMRIN 

060037 

R 200200Z NOV 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MADRID 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 279146 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 279146 ACTION BUDAPEST BELGRADE 
BUCHAREST PRAGUE SOFIA WARSAW 18 NOV 76 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 279146 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 279146 ACTION ALL NATO CAPS 
NOV 15. QUOTE: 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 279146 

THE FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 279146 SENT ACTION NEW DELHI MOSCOW 
ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS CINCPAC 12 NOV 76 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 279146 

CANCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT. UR, CH 

SUBJECT: PEKING REMAINS COOL TO MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 279146 

1 . FOLLOWING IS INR SPECIAL ANALYSIS OF NOVEMBER 10 FOR 
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YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. SINCE THE EARLY OCTOBER PURGE OF RADICAL LEADERS, PEKING 
HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS NOT SEEKING, AND DOES NOT EXPECT, 
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW. 

-CHINA'S ANNUAL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON SOVIET 
NATIONAL DAY, NOVEMBER 7, DID NOT--AS SOME HAVE SAID- 
SIGNAL A SHIFT IN POLICY. 

-CHINESE MEDIA HAVE NOT RECIPROCATED MOSCOW'S REDUCTION OF 
ANTI-CHINESE PROPAGANDA. 

PRC OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY DERIDED RECENT SOVIET "OVER- 
TURES" AS "HYPOCRITICAL" AND INSINCERE" AND HAVE PLACED 
TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS ON THE 
SOVIET SIDE. 

3. CHINA S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS IN RECENT YEARS. 
ALTHOUGH IT OMITTED ONE PASSAGE PRESENT IN PREVIOUS YEARS 
OUTLINING CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITIONS FOR RESOLVING 
THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER ISSUE AND RESTORING "FRIENDLY AND 
GOOD-NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS," PRC OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED 

TO REITERATE THOSE SAME PRECONDITIONS IN OTHER FORUMS. 

THE FACT THAT THE PRC CHARGE IN MOSCOW DID NOT WALK OUT OF 
THE SOVIET NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, AS IN PAST YEARS, 

CLEARLY REFLECTED A SOFTENED TONE IN SOVIET REMARKS ON 
SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS RATHER THAN ANY CHANGE ON THE 
CHINESE SIDE. MEANWHILE, AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY RECEPTION 
IN PEKING, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN APPARENTLY RE- 
ITERATED STANDARD CHINESE POSITIONS IN A "SHARP EXCHANGE" 
WITH AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. 

4. CHINESE MEDIA CONTINUE TO CASTIGATE THE USSR'S "FAS- 
CIST" DOMESTIC POLICY AS WELL AS ITS FOREIGN POLICY OF 
"AGGRESSION" AND "EXPANSION." AN NCNA COMMENTARY OF 
NOVEMBER 8 CRITICIZING THE SOVIET UNION'S "COLONIALIST" 
RELATIONS WITH ITS "SOCIALIST" ALLIES GAVE NO HOPE FOR 
OVERCOMING SINO-SOVIET IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES OR IMPROV- 
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ING PARTY RELATIONS. 

5. IN RECENT PRIVATE STATEMENTS, PRC OFFICIALS HAVE 
REITERATED CHINA'S WILLINGNESS TO "MAINTAIN" NORMAL STATE- 
TO-STATE RELATIONS BUT HAVE TAKEN A HARD LINE ON CONDITIONS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE: 

-VICE FOREIGN MINISTER YU CHAN TOLD FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, 
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NOVEMBER 1, THAT "THE SOVIET UNION IS WAVING POISON ARROWS, 
NOT AN OLIVE BRANCH" AND WANTS CHINA "TO BECOME A SATEL- 
LITE OF THE USSR." HE ADDED THAT, IF THE USSR "REALLY 
WANTS POLEMICS BETWEEN US TO END, IT SHOULD ADMIT ALL THE 
ERRORS COMMITTED SINCE 1960" AND "CHANGE ITS POLITICAL 
LINE." 

-VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN TOLD THE SAME GROUP THAT 
RELATIONS COULD IMPROVE ONLY IF "THE SOVIETS THOROUGHLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE.. .AND ANNOUNCE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.. .ALL THE 
MISDEEDS THEY HAVE COMMITTED SINCE KHRUSHCHEV'S ARRIVAL." 

-ON NOVEMBER 6, A TOP OFFICIAL OF THE CHINESE NATIONAL 
PEOPLE S CONGRESS TOLD OTHER JOURNALISTS THAT NORMALIZATION 
OF SINO-SOVIET TIES WAS IMPOSSIBLE UNLESS THE SOVIETS 
FIRST "ADMIT THEIR MISTAKES AND REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
NUMBER OF TROOPS ON THE BORDER" TO THE LEVEL OF THE EARLY 
1960’S. 

6. SOME OBSERVERS, PRIMARILY SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN 
SPOKESMEN, HAVE POINTED TO WHAT THEY SEE AS INDICATORS OF 
AN IMMINENT "THAW" IN SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS. MOST OF THESE 

"SIGNS" APPEAR SPURIOUS (E.G., VICTOR LOUIS’ CLAIMS OF A 
NEW FRIENDLINESS BY SOVIETS AND CHINESE ALONG THE BORDER). 

A FEW ARE FOUNDED ON FACT, THOUGH IN OUR JUDGMENT EVEN 
THEY DO NOT SIGNAL A CHANGE IN POLICY BUT RATHER SERVE TO 
PROMOTE DOMESTIC CHINESE POLITICAL PURPOSES. THESE 
INCLUDE: 

-THE LATE OCTOBER PUBLICATION OF A MEDIA ARTICLE PRAISING 
LU HSUN, AN EARLY REVOLUTIONARY WRITER, FOR HIS TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF FOREIGN REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE; THE ARTICLE 
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MENTIONS FAVORABLY NOVELS BY SOVIET WRITERS; 

-THE NATION-WIDE REPLAY IN LATE OCTOBER AND EARLY 
NOVEMBER OF A 1939 SOVIET FILM TITLED "LENIN IN OCTOBER"; 

THE SOUNDTRACK OF PART OF THE FILM WAS BROADCAST TO THE 
USSR IN RUSSIAN BY NCNA ON NOVEMBER 4. 

7. NEITHER THE MEDIA ARTICLE NOR THE FILM DEPARTED FROM 
CHINA'S CONSISTENT PRAISE OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY" PERIOD OF 
SOVIET HISTORY UNDER LENIN AND STALIN BEFORE THE "BETRA- 
YAL" OF THE SOVIET REVOLUTION BY THE REVISIONIST POLICIES 
OF KHRUSHCHEV AND BREZHNEV. THE CHINESE VERSION OF THE 
FILM, WHICH PORTRAYS STALIN FAVORABLY, IS CURRENTLY OUT OF 
FAVOR IN THE USSR. THE LU HSUN ARTICLE, WHICH PRAISED 
EASTERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONARY WRITERS WHO FOUGHT AGAINST 
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RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM. CONTAINED ANTI-SOVIET INNUENDOES. 

8. THE PRIMARY AUDIENCE FOR THESE CULTURAL ITEMS APPEARS 
TO BE DOMESTIC. BOTH REPRESENT ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT THE 
"GANG OF FOUR" IN THEIR CULTURAL BAILIWICK AND SUGGEST 
THAT MORE LENIENT AND INTERNATIONALIST GUIDELINES WILL 
REPLACE THE XENOPHOBIC CULTURAL STRICTURES OF THE PAST TEN 
YEARS. MOREOVER, THE FILM SHOWS LENIN CLEARLY FAVORING 
STALIN OVER TROTSKY OR BUKHARIN. LIKE ANALOGIES FROM 
CHINESE HISTORY NOW BEING USED, IT SEEMS DESIGNED TO DIS- 
CREDIT LEFTIST CONTENDERS FOR MAO'S MANTLE AND TO PRAISE 
HUA AS HIS LEGITIMATE SUCCESSOR. 

9. FOR USNATO. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO YOUR 
PASSING THIS ANALYSIS TO ALLIED DELEGATIONS IF APPROPRI- 
ATE. KISSINGER UNQOUOTE KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER. 
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